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dispensations rather than revelations, seeing God's will like him
in fulfilment of events, I accept British rule as Ranade did, as a
dispensation so wonderful, a little island set at one end of the
world establishing itself in a far continent as different as could be,
that it would be folly not to accept it as a declaration of God's
will
It was, he continued, the business of the politically-minded classes
to see that those who had been sent to rule over them should un-
waveringly pursue the policy of righteousness, which the statesmen
who had consolidated British rule in India had declared to be the
guiding policy of the Crown. He scouted the notion that the salva-
tion of India was not to be sought in the field of politics in the
existing stage of her development. The educated classes would haw
been sadly failing in their duty if they had not devoted their i*ew
culture and energy to the task, not of supplanting their rulers, but
of guiding them and supplementing their endeavours. He deplored
all the more, therefore, the attitude of Englishmen towards the
Congress. It was a grave political blunder to treat the movement
with resentment or contempt. A section of the Congress had con-
demned it for its disappointing inutility, and their denunciations had
been received with exultation in certain quarters. With prophetk
inspitation, Pherozeshah warned the enemies of the Congress against
this foolish attitude. He asked them to realize clearly that the men
whom they cheered did not possibly desire to abandon altogether
the field of politics, but might in time be carried away vainly
to imagine that the failure of costitutional methods  like diose
of the Congress were an argument to substitute others not so strictly
temperate.
Pherozeshah next dealt at some length with the achievements d
the Congress. It was an honourable record which left up room for
disappointment or despair. Apart, however, from any material
achievements, the greatest triumph of the Congress lay in the awak-
ening of the soul of the nation, and the forces it had lei loose, which
were clamouring for expression in so many fields of human activity,
The address concluded with an expression of hope that Lord Gmntxi,
while he asked Indians to believe in the good faith, high faoiKmr tad